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2 Samuel, Chap. XII. Ver. 5. | | 


{ David's Anger was greatly kmdled againſt © 
te Man, and he ſaid to Nathan, as the 
Lord liveth, the Man that hath done this 
ling ſhall ſurely che. | 


FT ER David had debauched the Wife, 
and killed the Husband, he lay, for 
ought that appears, at leaft ten Months 
in a profound Seciſtity; and ſſept 
ch and unrepented Sins, in Murther and Adu. 
| both of them aggravated with the fouteſt 
umſtances thoſe Sins can well admi of. Where 
: Man, that, in the Book of P/alms, appears 
nder, that he can hardly bear even his own 
k Reaſonings, and the Diſorder of his owh 
dughrs? The Man that was diſtutbed by eve- 
Iftle Breath of Wind, now ſnores upon the 
maſt in a Tempeſt; as if light Offences, 
light Sorrows, were loud and querulous, and 
t and fearful Sins did ſtupify and keep the 
Icience ſilent, The Scriptures ſpeab ſo kind 
his Prince, that People think he was only fau 
n the Matter of Uriah. That is not literally 
exactly true, but ir ſignifies that this was the 
t and laſting Blemiſh of his Lifez and yet this 

continued long, without ſo much as his es 
ouring to waſh it out by his Repentante ane 4 
Iefſion ; and might rhaps' have ſtaid muct 
zer on, had not God; in Mercy t Hm fen e 
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A Funeral SERMON © 
holy Man to ſhew him this diſhonourable % 


cret, and had not ſince thought upon it, he ny 


upon his poor and helpleſs. Neighbour ; wh, 


| reſtore ſometimes two-fold, ſometimes four, b 


„ 


here, the Inſolence and want of Pity, poi 
| the violent Injuſtice of taking away 4 C 


and ſhame him into an Acknowledgment oft 
Sin; which, becauſe he had committed it in 


imagine God had forgotten, or had never ſv 
He talks of ſome that reaſoned at that Rate 
the P/alms) and he ſeems himſelf to have reiſ 
little better, if we may gueſs of it by this ft 
Negligence and Inſenſibility, in which he ly 
long, and ſlept ſo ſoundly. From this molt 
gerous Security it pleaſed God, at length 
awaken him, not with his Thunder, but a fil 
gentle Voice, uttered by Nathan, as if the cog 
on his Heart too angry and quick, might | 
confounded and diſmay'd him quite. Heh 
him of an Act of huge Oppreſſion, Cruelty, 
Injuſtice, committed by a rich and powerful 


ing to entertain a Stranger-Guelt, ſpared his 
Flocks and Herds, which were without Nun 
or Diſtinction, and would needs kill the | 
Lamb, that was the whole Stock, and Tre 
and Delight of his poor Neighbour : And! 
David heard this, His Anger was greatly kinu 
gainſt this rich Man, and be ſaid to Nathan, 4 
Lord liveth, the Man that hath done this I 
ſhall ſarely die; i. e. he is worthy of Death, d 
ſerves to die: For the Law was not ſo, that!] 
or Violence, though pitileſs and cruel, ſhout 
puniſhed with Death; but the guilty Party v 


times five, and ſeven, according to the M, 
of the Thing or Creature ſtolen by him. 


% > 


0 
at was all the Eſtate, and all the Pleaſured 
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por M. NO BLI. 5 
r Man, raiſed his Offence, and David's Anger, 
ſuch a Pitch, that he expreſſes rather what ſuch 
me deſerved, than what the Law would pu- 
t with, Let us therefore ſee, what Uſes we 
y make of this Relation, and the Judgmem 
id paſſed on this Occurrence; And firſt, we 
y obſerve, that he altogether condemns the In- 
ce and the Cruelty of this rich Man; and, ſe- 
dy, we may ſee, that the Way to paſs a true 
lement on any Occaſion, is to be ones ſelf 


another Perſon : Which was the Methbd 
than here took, to bring David to a Senſe and 
nowledgment at firſt, and then to the Cons 
nation and Repentance of his Sin. Firſt, The 
elty and Injuſtice of this rich Man js here con- 
ned, 4s the Lord liveth, the Man that hath done 


hing ſball ſurely die, or is worthy of Death; 
/ reſt ore fourfold becauſe he had no Pity. The 


hare Maſters of more than the Poor are; but 
Poor have as much Right to what rhey have-as 
ai Richeſt can have, and therefore it is equally un- 
to take from either; but becauſe a little taken 
n the Poor, who have but little, leaves them 
e deſtitute and naked, the ſame Injuſtice done 
hem is raiſed to Cruelty,” becauſe they ſuffer 
e by it, which would be Injuſtice only were 
Party injured rich. Laws indeed cannot well 


; nor conſider Men as good or bad, rich or 
high or low, but as lawful Poſſeſſors of their 
as, whether more or leſs; and therefore they: 


us 


ly diſintereſted, and to remove the Cauſe | 


der this, becauſe they have no Reſpe& to Per- 


Matters 


1 0 
: 1 
- 


not what is /efr, but what is /oft.; nor how. 
10088 Man is to bear his Loſſes, but the Right he: 

s keep his own. But all theſe Things come 
da Conſideration, when private People judge -_ - 
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6 A Funeral SERMON. 
Matters of Fact; and though no Circymfy 
can make Injuſtice more unjuſt, yet they 
Hardſhip and Sufferings, and make Injuſtice1 
or leſs cruel ; and becauſe the Malignity of Ofl 
does moſt efpecially conſiſt in the Miſchief thy 
ſuffered by them, a Man will always be more 
to condemn a Violence offered to thg Poor, thi 
the Rich, becauſe the Poor are more miſchieq 
it, and ſuffer more by ſuch Injuſtice, and he 
our Pity will conſider what is /eft more than j 
is loſt, So that had this rich Man in the B. 
taken away a Lamb with the ſame Violence ſt 
rich Neighbour, with which he took it frat 
= one, he had committed the fame Injuſtice 
e here did; but that Injuſtice had not bw 
eruel nor ſo faulty, becauſe not fo hard ai 
chievous. This muſt not be ſo miſtaken, sf 
were a leſs Sin to rob the Rich than it is todd! 
Poor; for the Sin of Injuſtice is the ſame, ant 
fiſts of depriving a Man of what is his byRipft; 
that he who robs the Poor, adds great Crue 
his Tnjuſtice, which is another Sin. But in ti 
ly in all other Injuſtices committed i 
Rich againſt the Poor, there was alfo Inſolenaſ 
much Oppreſſion. Theſe are great Tempi 
and always in the Way of powerful wealthy! 
ple, who, if they alſo happen to be hard d 
vetous, do ſeldom mifs of falling under them. 
Pride and Lordlineſs of great Men makes then 
ficiently negligent of all the Forms of Juſtice: 
when the Love of Money alſo takes them, 
are they always ready for 3 No ei 
Body ſees the Wickedneſs of this, that thef' 
are rich ſhould ſpare themſelves, and feed ups 
Poor, and they who are Powerful ſhould off 


the Helpleſs. All Power is to be exerciſed 0! 


CESS 


and Profit of Mankind; that's the Power of 
and all that would be like him ; the Power 
e Devil is ſtill employed in doing Miſchief, 
hoever ſo uſes his Power is imitating that bad 
t, and perverting the Means provided by God 
e Benefit of the World. ?Tis a ſtrange Thing 
great and wealthy People ſhould not have 
- Regard to Juſtice than other Folks, becauſe 
are ſo much greater Gainers by it; they have 
to loſe, and have conſequently more preſerv'd' 
ecured to them by Law and Juſtice than other 
e have, and therefore ſhould, of all Things 
> World, honour and keep them moſt exactly. 
what would become of all their Wealth and 
ne, if the Poor, ſetting them before them 
xample, ſhould think of diſpenſing for a while 
Law and Juſtice, and fall to forcing of their 
ks and Herds, and drive them to their Cot- 
? $0 that if neither Juſtice, Generoſity, nor 
will reſtrain Men from invading others 
ts, and oppreſſing the Poor, their very Gra- 
to the Laws, and the Fears of other People's 
as regardleſs of Juſtice as themſelves, might 
Theſe People ſhould conſider, that by ſuch 
ance and Oppreſſion they overthrow their own; 
ty, and undermine the very Ground they 
upon; for if Law and Juſtice ſhould not ſti 
ppermoſt, what could ſecure their Riches 
heir Honours ? How would they be diſtinguiſh- 
mm the Crowd of poor and common People? 

elfion therefore is à very hateful Sin, becauſe. 
ules the Power that is given for the Security 
, =, Law 9 2 — con- 
ot e and Deſign of God in placing 
their Hands; and very . 10 loch: 
la, which only can ſecure and preſerve: th —1 


and very blind withal; in ſhewing the Wy 
others, to break up all Incloſures, deſtroy Proꝶ 
and lay all Things common, and bring Men] 
to a State of War; for all this Injuſtice ani 
preſſion do in Effect and Truth. But the Oꝶ 
of this rich Oppreſſor in the Parable is alſo ag 
vated, by conſidering the Affection the poor 
had for his ſingle little Creature, and the Te 
neſs with which he cheriſhed it. His Loſs was n 
by the Value he had ſer upon it, whether wiſeh 
no; and Grief is always proportioned to wht 
our ſelves think we loſe, and not to the Reaki 
Opinion of other People. Juſtice, indeed, cant 
no Notice of this, becauſe that Fancy Cwhichi 
der no Rule) is the Mother of ſuch AﬀeQtions, 
becauſe no private Eſteem, or Love, adds anyt 
Worth to Objects in the Conſideration of then 
lick: But private Reaſon will ſee, that them 
we love any thing, the greater Pain it i; 
with it, and therefore that he who knowing 
prives another of what he values highly and 
tenderly, does certainly do him more Miſchich, 
oecaſion him greater Sorrows, than the barel 
would do, without that Kindneſs and Affedtiu 
it. This is the Caſe of an unjuſt and pirileſs Of 
ſion ſuppoſed in the Parable, and condemned 
David preſently, as it needs muſt be by every! 
elſe that conſiders Things rightly. All Men w 
ſay, that ſuch an Act deſerved great 'Punilhi 
Let us ſee, in the next Place, to the Thing mt 
by this Parable, the Matter of Uriah the f 
whether that were any thing better; the Hu 
was honourably employ'd in fighting for þ5! 
and Country, and the King in the mean time 
rupts his Wife; and to enjoy her quietly and 
out Diſturbance, contrives his Death, by ſeu} 


TON 


8 / upon Ir. OB ö 2 | 5 | 
he Plack of Danger, and then deſertinghim 
ve, che rich Mas that had many Flocks and 
e is te por Mar, who had but ne 
« + Uria is t poor *, Who! 1 0 ü 
n he loved moſt tenderly, 1. e. Baiſbebs his 
The Stran 


* . that came unto the rich 
„vas the ae Fire that was kindled in David's 
in, the unlawful Paſſion he conceived for Barh- 

that vagrant Luſt that came and took up its 


i: Traveller, was the Satisfaction of this Appe · 
The Iniquity was, that he ſpared to take of 
1 Abundance, and needs would rob Uriah of 


and Habitation with him; the "ol Apes 


b e and ſingle Treaſure, on which he had | ann 
ear, and with whom he had lived moſt hap- 


The Murther of Uriah is not touched on int 
arable, but it is in the Application, as an Rf- 
f his unlawful Paſſion; and indeed it is à fre. 
t BR of ſuch criminal Engagements; People 
beſotted as to think of ſaving themſelves from 
ele or Puniſhment, or both, by venturing upon 


uu Wickedneſſes, equal at leaft, and ſometimes 
r than the principal and firſt. Our Courts of 
zelle fee theſe Reaſonings and theſe Conſe- 
osten; that's the Security that Si con- 


ly propoſes, this Crime will ſave you from 
Puniſhment of that; if you would not endure 
ant Diſhonour of Whoredom, you muſt ſtrangle 
fant; if you would not be accounted a Rob. | 
and treated as ſuch, you muſt make ſure 


rv and kill che Paſſenger ; if you are falſe to 
me Husband's Bed, and fear his Vengeance, of 
dw” like another Partner in the Way of Mar- 


the Way is open to your Eſcape and Satiſ. 


u by many ſecret Inftruments of Death and 
Diſpatch * 
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Piſpareks; Tele: Afnzces meer; opr H 
d. Pcople's, Fear, coun Els them 


carriage: But, above all, tis fruitful of w 
Devices, and takes moſt deadly Reſolutions 
to ſecure. its, ſinſul Pleaſures, or revenge ind 
and Diſappointments. And it were well if hz 
who are apt enough to remember the Falloſ ij 
into Murther and Adultery (to keep themſch 
little in Countenance) would profit; them 
little more, of his Example, and remembe 
this Murther followed this Adultery, and ho 
ſily and commonly one Sin ſeems to call 
ther, without intending any ſuch Matter, | 
(one may well preſume) having in an unwan 
diſcovered and fallen in Love with Bath 
tended and deſired only to ſatisfy that-unk 
Paſſion; but when he had done that, ſheen 
Word, in a little time, that their Adulterow! 
could not lie long concealed from the Eyes 
the World,: by Tokens not to be avoided: 
Husband was in the Camp, and therefore ! 
ſends immediately for him, in order, by this 
to cover both their Shame and Sin; but thi! 
was obſtinate, and reſolved not to. ſee his 
and gave ſuch a Reaſon for it, in the xith G 
11th Ver. that might have ſhamed a noble ac 
tuous Prince to Death; but David was not ook 
Man he uſed to be, his Soul was now debafedl 


4104. — * . 


75 
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k haſtened home; but nothing moved him from 
urpoſe, and therefore David reſolyed upon his 
h, which he affected in the Manner relgred in 

th Chapter, offering up the Life of à brave 
, to his vile Love, and to the Fears of 'a Diſ- 
. Thus you ſee how one Sin engages in ano- 

and I believe *tis rarely known, that the 

ous Falſhood of s WIR n F ew in 
nple Injury. And therefore though the'prin- 
Yen of this Parable was to ſet 255 the: Rene 
ce of Adultery it ſelf,” yet ſince It is 5 fre- 
ly attended with other Miſchiefs, and was in 


IN 
U 


0d 
q 


1 5 Caſe in particular, it may not have been 
the way to have reminded you of the uſual 


quences of giving way to ſuch unſawfol Af- 
Is. Let us ſee a little to the Original of theſe 
eſs, and to the Fountain of theſe corrupt 
W. I do not intend to inſiſt much upon 
vol firſt Peopling the World with twb Perſons 
end they both of them at full Age; nor on 
us WE <rvation of four Women, each to her Huſ- 
ea, from the Flood, when the World was 
peopled the ſecond time, and aſter 1500 

e perience. Thoſe ate unanſwerable Proofs 

$intending one Man for one Woman, what- 
the emiſſions he might afterwards be pleaſed to 
this his primary Appointment. Theſe In- 
ae eſpecially directed againſt the Muſtipli- 

e Vives; which though it were allowed} yer 
x dodultery be never the leſs injurious;  beciſe 
alen ading another's Right; and in Countries 
Men think they have à Right to many 

B 2 Wives, 


4h 4a SERMON 7 
Wives, and actually marry many (in their 
they think themſelves as much oy, 010 ne K 
diſhonoured, when any one of them. is faſſeq 
rupted, as others do when their ſole” and f 
Choice (in Chriſtian Countries) forſakes ber 

riage-Bed, or Loyalty; ſo that had Vriayig 
any: one of David's many Wives, it had he 
much; Adultery as Davids was with Bath, 
only one. The Injury had been the ſamey, 
vid with reſpect to that particular Wiſe, andy 
Children born of her, that it was to U, 
Difference was, that David ſhewed a mores 
vagant, unbridled Fury, that was not to be ke 
ſeems, in any Bounds; a fearful Degree of 
nels, amidſt ſuch Liberties as Cuſtom had nd 
to Eaſtern Princes! But nothing lawful pleaſe 
given up ia that mad Paſſion, Let us ſes wi 
juries of Adultery, in a few Words, withou 
cerning our ſelves with more or fewer Win 
mitted to one Man. Firſt, That Union of 
j on, without which Marriage is the great 
| then, in the World, is utterly brokep of; 
which-:every one deſires, expects, and {0 
contracts for, is hereby loſt: There is f 
thing as Love without 3 When ei 
ty once grows falſe, the utmoſt God that 
c nxpected is but a formal cold Civility, a Tal 
no one values where ſincere Affection 1s 00 
giddy, careleſs, covetous, ambitious Fed 
2 tis ſure that wiſe conſidering People, vn 
of being eaſy under Marriage, will newt! 
| be, ſa without both loving and being 9 
their Partner, which is im poſſible to happi® 
either of them proves. falſe; and ther 
fut the Partner of one's Bed, does Pf 


\ 


{ 


Utut 
hi 


| Olve 


bn Mr. NOBLE. 13 
y that Happineſs that every honeſt one ptopdſes, 
| expeſts to find in Marriage, and thereby does 

reateſt Injury he can. The Affection of the 
10 it is, that beſt diſcharges the Duty of each Re- 
00 ; and therefore he who alienates that Aﬀec- 
n, hinders the Duty often from being diſcharged 
al, but always takes away the Joy and Comfort 
it, and pays the Relation with meer Shew and 
remony. Thus it is with Children and their 
rents, Maſters and Servants, Prince and Sub- 
q; perſwade them not to love each other, and 
y will very ill, if at all, diſcharge their ſeveral 
ties; but above all Relations in the World, tis 
eſpecially with Man and Wife; take off the 
ſection there, and all its Pleaſure and Contents 
eat an End: All that is left, is Burthen and Miſ- 

ne. This ſhews us, that Adultery troubles 
e Peace of humane Life, and ſeparates the cloſeſt 
nion and Society, and is as miſchievous as any 
her Crime whatever. Secondly, Married People 
ve ſuch a Propriety in each the others Perſon, 
at it is not to be communicated : They are ſo 
uch each others, that they are not properly their 
un, and much leſs can they be any one's beſides; 
en the Conſent of both Parties can give no Right 
d any Third, to either's Perſon; they have ſo ſtipu- 
ted and contracted with each other for the Power 
each other, that no After-conſent can part with 
So that had Uriah been conſenting to Bathſbe 


be, 
ad ſhe herſelf had gone willingly to David, the 
an and Woman had done an Act void im it ſelf, 
nd David had been notwithſtanding guilty of A- 
ultery ; becauſe the firſt Contract took away all 
uture Power of making the like with any other, 
huſt they who made it lived: That alone diſ- 
olyes the Contract, which, had it been ſuppoſed, 
| | would 
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would have hindred it from being made 
Falſhood and Looſeneſs. And 'tis upon this Gra 
alone, that humane Laws have any Power tg 
ſolve Matrimonial Bonds, that were lawfully du 
at firſt: No Convenience nor Inconvenience ; 
come into Conſideration, but Virtue only; it q 
ther Party hath forfeited the Right they had 
each the other, by giving themſelves into the Pojy 
of any other Perſon, there can be no Divortth 
Diſſolution of that Bond. This ſhews that theRig 
which reſults from the Matrimonial Contract 
ſtronger, if it may be, than any other Rig 
whatever, being unalterable, and never to betru 
ferred, but by the Death of either Party. Now! 
one as the Right is, ſo great is the Wrong dou 

Adultery, which is the Invaſion and Subverfii 
of it; and therefore *tis a mighty Piece of 
juſtice that is done by theſe unwarrantable 

rties ; tis robbing Men of what is given tie 
in the firmeſt and moſt ſolemn Manner that can 
by all the Laws of God and Man. Thiraly, Thy 
Injuſtice draws after it many more Injuſtices, | 
the Confuſion and Diforders it occaſions in'Men 
Families, by bringing in ſpurious Children, af 
cauſing Men to beſtow their Affection, Care ai 
Pains, in cultivating Plants that belong not i 
them, and leaving them the Fruits of all their L 
bours and Inheritance, which is to the Wrong all 
of thoſe who are the true Heirs. I mention ode 
here the Shame and Grief (which are alſo grat 
Injuries) that theſe Violations of the Marriage- hel 
occaſion, not only to the injured Party, but toil 
the innocent Relations, who are thereby ce 
| with Confuſion, Enough is ſaid to ſhew, that it 
| corrupting another's Wife or Husband is a gre 
Piece of Injuſtice, and an Offence equally miſchs 
D107 you 


pen M. NOB. LE. 15 
s to Mankind, with any other; and therefore 


be equally condemned, with the pitileſs, unjuſt 
preſſion of the rich Man in Nathas's Pardble; 
ing away the ſingle Treaſure and Delight of 
poor Neighbour, - The Love that a good and 
tous Man is preſumed to have for his Wife, an- 
ers to the Fondneſs the poor Man here had 
the Creature he had cheriſhed and brought up 
enderly ; the Right each had to what he loved, 
efame. Proportioned to the Love is the ſup- 
ed Concern and Grief a Man would have, to 
e the Object of it torn away from him by Vio+ 
e, or ſeduced by the as violent Temptations of 
hes, Honours, and.great Pleafures, to the Arms 
Stranger. This Reſemblance is enough to 
te the Parable intelligible and applicable; and 
ho would condemn the cruel Robbery of this 
1 Oppreſſor, would as certainly condemn the 
ſterous Violation of Vriah's Bed. The Injuſtice 
the Cruelty were equally great in both. Na- 
deſigned by one to ſhadow out the other; and 
id ſays of himſelf, in the rich Man, The Man 
hath done this Thing deſerves to die. The Jewiſb 
did not, as we have ſeen, ' condemn ſuch 
ſt to Death, but to ample Reſtitution ; *twas 
Exceſs of David's Pity and Diſpleaſure, that 
ed him to pronounce this cruel Oppreſſor de- 
ed to die. But the Jewiſh Law did expreſly, ad- 
e the Adulterer and the Adultereſs to Death; 
this obtained to our Saviour's Days, as ap- 
$ by the malicious and deſigning Jews bringing 
re him a Woman taken in Adultery, whom 
in his Law commanded to be ſtoned : And, 
ught one knows, the Deciſion of our Saviour 
it determine Chriſtian Law-givers in future 
les to inflic a lefſerPuniſhment than Death * 1 
Ul- 
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Adutterers ; for tho? ſome Chriſtian Watidik 
puniſhed the Offence With Death, yet penetd 
is been otherwiſe ; and, I think, no Nation 
at this Day, in the Chriſtian World, purſue 
Crime to that Extremity. Not that the Chril 
Doctrine gives any Encouragement to fuch Li 
ties, for it has them in the preateſt Abliorreng 
the World, the Scriptures declare againſt theh 
moſt! ample Terms, denounce the Wrath off 
againſt them, and tell us Gad will judge Adula 
and utterly exclude them from Heaven, with 
particular Repentance ; and the Diſcipline cf 
Church put ſued this Sin with ſuch Severity int 
World, that one may ſee they held no Sin vf 
ceed it in Wickedneſs. Nor can we find thi 
leſs pernicious to the Peace and Quiet, the 0 
and good Government of Mankind, than df 
Offences which are conſtantly adjudged tobe it 
thy of Death. The Confuſion of Families 4 
not, indeed, ſeem to be ſo miſchievous to if 
Nations as to the Jews, where the nice Diftinli 
of Tribes was to ſerve, as to other Purpoſes, 
_—_ to the ſurer Knowledge and Diſcover 
the promiſed Seed, the Mefiah, of the Tritt 
Judah, which Certainty would be deſtroyed i 
Indulgence of ſuch promiſcuous Conjundl 
and therefore, to guard againſt ſuch Miſchich 
Jews were deterr'd by the Fears of certain IK 
to both the guilty Parties. The faithſul Cu 
of the married Couple reſembling alſo the | 
Service of one God, as the Pollutions of adultth 
Mixtures did the Worſhip of many Deities a 
the Gentiles, might alſo be a Reaſon, why" 
to ſhew his Jealouſy, and the Abomination it 
Idolatry in, might puniſh Adultery, with Seſe 
fomewhat beyond what other Law. givers tit 
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Fxcepting theſe two things, it i be hard 
8 1 why Adultery ſhould be puniſhed 
Death among the Jews, and not among the 
iſtians; or rather, why it ſhould not be puniſn- 
vich Death among the Chriſtians, as it was a- 
g the Jews. If our Saviour's Deciſion hath 
ned any one to condemn this Offence with Teſs 
rity than before, tis a Miſtake that hath ſhewn 
Reſpect than Judgment: For certainly our | 
ur does not there determine as a Magiſtrate, 
en Adultery ſhould deſerve no Puniſhment at 
but to go home and (in no more, a thing that no 
will venture to fay. - But thus it was, they 
came to him with this Woman, came tempr- 
im, that they might, from his Anſwer, have 
yhat to accuſe him of. The Law of Mcſes 
hed Adultery with Death; but the Romans, 
oſe Power they were, would not allow them 
t that Law in Execution : It Chriſt therefore 
ge the Adultereſs to Death, then they delate 
o the Roman Magiſtrate as ſeditious, and one 
ould excite the Jews to aſſert their Liberty, 
xecute the Laws of Moſes, as they ſhould +: 
cording to his wonted Clemency, and as they 
ed, he ſhould judge this Offence not to be 
y of Death, then would they repreſent him 
laſphemer of the Law of Moſes to the Peo- 
nd fo create him IIl-will on that Part, and 
er enough from ſuch as were nicely jealous 
Honour of their Law-giver, and fate ve 

under the Romans, who ſuſpended the Exe- 
of what Laws they pleaſed that related to 
blick. Our Saviour, aware of their Deſign, 
mines the Matter ſo as to avoid offending 
on either Hand: He undertakes not to 
whether Moſes his Law were reaſonable or 
| C not, 
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18 A Funeral SERMON *” 
not, nor whether the Jews ſhould execute 
Law in Oppoſition to the Romans, or reſt co 
with the Suſpenſion it was under from their N 
but he puts their Zeal upon a Trial that woul 
ver them with Confuſion, He that is withuu 
among you, let him firſt caſt a Stone at her. Yo 
vate Men come here to me, a private Mag; y 
termine a Cauſe, already determined by 
as to what might be done, and by the Rowy 
to what # to be done. Tis well, perhaps, fo 
of you, that ſuch a Law as this is tied fron 
ing you; but however if your Zeal be offen 
this Reſtraint, and you think that Chaſtiy: 
Virtue are hereby too much diſcouraged, la 
who are intirely innocent take upon them the 
and Office of Witneſſes, as Moſes appoint 
let them caſt the firſt Stone at her, This 182 
Way to avoid the Snare that was laid for hin 
cannot be the Deciſion of a Law-giver ; forp 
Magiſtrates do not uſe to acquit guilty Pe 
the Faults of Accuſers and Witneſſes ; bl 
guilty People are puniſhed for their Guilt, u 
cauſe they deſerve it, which they may don 
when their Accuſers are equally guilty with 
as when they are altogether innocent. ll 
fending People only muſt be Witneſſes andl 
tioners, Offenders would be, generally, ( 
Danger. And as to what our Saviour fays{ 
Woman her ſelf, when left alone with hin 
Neither ao I condemn thee, go and ſin no mitt, 
ſignifies, that he would not take upon him 
Aice of a Magiſtrate, who was a private Mi 
that which belonged to him, as a Prophet a 
vant of God, that he performed; and that 
bid her repent, and live in Chaſtity for the 
So that from what our Saviour ſays on 
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t, no Relaxation of the Jewiſh Law can be 
uded, he ſeems to ſay nothing to that Matter. 
what he ſays to her, he ſays to all who have 
guilty of the like Offence, Neither do I con- 
you, but go, repent, and ſin no more; and this 
als, not with reſpect to any national Laws, 
h may puniſh this Offence with Death, if 
ſee fit, or with a leſſer Puniſhment) but with 
to the Laws of God, and to the Judgment 
other World. The Laws of God do cer- 
adjudge Adulterers to everlaſting Death, (as 
ve ſeen before) that is the ſtanding Rule of 


0 e; but Mercy, like the Roman Power, ſuſ- 
che Execution of it; and Chrift, in the 
Time, interpoſes Pardon upon Conditions, 


d ſin no more: This Goodneſs of God is to 
en to Repentance, I do not condemn thee, 
ur Lord to the Adultereſs; but neither doth 
quit her, i. e. with relation to temporal Pu- 
ent from the Laws; but he condemns Adul- 
ery where, till Men repent of it, and mend ; 
en it is, ---- Neither do I condemn thee ;, or, to 
rage thee to leave this wicked Practice, Re- 

{in no more, and I (to whom all Judgment 
mitted by the Father) will not condemn. 
or what is paſt, And this was the Condition 
which the Prophet ſo ſoon pronounced the 


han of David, upon Confeſſion of his Sin, I 
ed, faith David, v. 13. againſt the Lord; 
ico than ſaid to David, The Lord alſo hath put 
vin, thou ſhalt not die. Is it not very hap- 


get uus, that we have to deal with God rather 
an? The Man that hath done this thing ſhall 
e, fwore David, preſently, upon the hear- 
Offence: The Man that hath done this 
ſhall live, and ſhall not die, ſaith God im- 
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20 4 Funeral SERMON 
mediately, upon Confeſhon-and'Repentance, 
would be backward to confeſs their dins 9 
who knows them better than our ſelves; an 
more Mercy for us, than either Reaſon or the 
will let us have for one another? It has got be 
miſs obſerved, that David, in this Condema 
was the Voice of the Law, awarding Deathin 
diately to Sin; and Nathan the Voice of the( 
pel, proffering Life and Pardon to the Con 
and Repentance of it. And this is certain ii 
Lord's moſt merciful and gracious Covenant, 
not a Soul who will apply this Remedy ſhl 
For as theſe horrible Offences committed hy] 
make him a ſad Example of the Weakne 
wicked Diſpoſition of humane Nature, vi 
the Grace of God preventing and aſſiſting 
evermore concurring with our greateſt Car 
Watchfulneſs, ſo the Forgiveneſs of themid 
ſpeedy Way, is to teach us never to deſpair as 
Mercies, provided we confeſs our Sins wil 
Contrition and Humility, repeat in Bat 

them, and forſake them, =... 
Other Uſes remain to be made of theſe V 
but I have been too long already for. one 
And the Application is ſo eaſy. tharTdarely 
prevented in it. I cannot have been ſpeaking, 
While, of David's Adultery and Murther, 
muſt needs have had your Heads filled wi 
dreadful Inſtance of them both, in a much! 
Man, whom the Juſtice bf God hath ovens 
your Sight; and, by the righteous Sentend 
moſt excellent and upright Magiſtrate, hath 
to Death with Infamy in this World, and tot 
befote his terrible Tribunal in the next; tot 
for thoſe crying Sins. My Heart was fulld 
and my. Eyes of Tear $,| upon that Day; k 


99 914] 


upon Mr. NOBLE r 
ad harm People locked i ſo — — 
that Execution; and glad it hap on a 
m Buſineſs and Mens Trade and Livelihood 
ould cauſe them to reſort that Way, as well as 
urioſity and fad Concern. May God, ſaid I, give 
that great Offender, the Grace of true Contriti- 
and Repentance firſt, and then the Wiſdom and 
e Happineſs of ſo expreſſing it by proper Words 
d Geſtures, that every ſingle Creature of that 
altitude may reap ſome Benefit by that Example! 
ike, Lord, upon the Hearts of every Man and 
ſoman in that great Aſſembly, that they may find 
oſe Feelings and Affections that are ſuitable to 
ir Condition and their ſpiritual Wants, raiſed in 
m, I know not if my Prayers were heard; but 
u could hardly ſee that Sight, and know the Sto- 
that occaſioned it, without revolving in your 
inds a Multitude of Thoughts that would moſt 
ſily ariſe upon it. You could not, I am ſure, come 
me, without conſidering what a Train of Mif- 
ies a lawleſs and unbridled Luſt draws after it; 
great Misfortunes generally attend the Mar- 
ges which Riches and Convenience make, with« 
tadue Regard to Love, or to the Virtue, Health 
| Temper, and good Qualities, or Fame and 
putation of the Parents, or the Partners: How' 
ort the Paſſage is from an Indifference to a Slight, 
m a Slight to a Contempt, and from Contempt 
Hatred, of a Wife or Husband; and conſequent- 
how much Care, Good - nature, and Diſcretion, 
be needful to preſerve and cheriſh that AﬀeQi-+ 
in ones own, and in each others Heart, that is 
make the married State eaſy and happy. How 
ny thouſands make their Lives moſt miſerable, 
want of that Indulgence, that Allowance. and 
piveneſs of each others Indiſcretions, Over- 


fights, 
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fights; and Faults, which they arè ready in Gig 
natute and Good-breeding, to give to all the We 
Beſides. Nor ſhould I mention this, but that 1 ſesſ 
in the Power of a World of little triffing Accidey 
to diſengage and alienate the Hearts of Wives 
Husbands from each other, which often endsj 
frandalous and finful'Liberties on one or other $i 
and fills the Houſe with Infamy and Miſery; y 
—_— provokes the Wrath of God ro thi 
in ſome moſt exemplary Vengeance: You ou 
not help obferving to each other, whilſt you'we 
"_—_ on the Way, how fad a thing it was 0 
4 lively wetl-looked Man cut off untimely, i 
Moment, in the full Strength and Vigout ef 
Age, defeating all his Parents and Relations Hoy 
and Cares, and Charges in his Education, and 
ting them inſtead with Shame and Sorrows 
preſſible, and never ceaſing. Who can cone! 
thoſe Sorrows ? What but Death can put an Fol 
them? And this occaſioned by another's Deal 
the Murther of an innocent unhappy Man, ai 
untimely in a Moment alſo, and God knows |t 
pared for ſuch a ſudden Call to Judgment; i 
ing another Houſe and Family with equal Sort 
alfo, but yet without the Shame, whiel makes 
Cup abundantly leſs bitter; and both theſe Fed 
brought to their untimely Ends by the Mean: f 
whoriſh Woman, whoſe Houſe was literally the Wi 
Hell, going down to the Chambers of Death, Prov." 
27. What was your Mind, when all theſe Thoup 
came crowding on together? You did not, Id 
fay, believe the ſhameleſs falſe Adulrereſs, wi 
fook the Guide of her Touth, and forgot the Ct 

of ler God, was any ways leſs faulty, or leſs od 
in his Sight, than he who ſuffered Death form 
dheririg of her Husband, altho' the Laws have 
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yet overtaken her; which ſhe has Reaſon to ar 
y will ſome Time or other do, by ſome dei 
me, unleſs the Grace of God make her Convet- 
n and Repentance as exemplary, as her perjuri- 
« Violation of her Marriage Vows hath made her 
,mous? And as you could not eſcape: maki 
ſe Reflections, or the like, upon that Sight; 0 
hope you made the proper Uſe of them; cal- 
g your own Ways to Remembrance, and either 
znking God for his reſtraining Grace, that hath 
en you a purer Heart and cleaner Hands, and 
pt you entire from thoſe Defilements ; or prailjog 
for having delivered you from the Power 
himpure Habits, as tended naturally, and mi 
e brought you eaſily into the like abominable 
mmiſſions with this unhappy Pair: Or begging 
neſtly the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to reſcue 
uv immediately from the Cap of Sin,-in 
ich you are ſtill held, and forming thereupon 
ſtrongeſt and ſincereſt Reſolutions of breaking 
thoſe wicked Courſes, — that enſnaring 
mpany, retrenching that Exceſs of Meats and 
inks, abſtaining from thoſe joyous: Feaſts of 
lick, Song, or Dance, or any thing beſides that 
remember to have fanned or fed thoſe: Fires 
thin, that have conſumed your Virtue, and been 
any Time an Occaſion of your falling into Sin. 
en Liberties that have ſometimes been innocent 
our ſelves, and are, and may be, always ſo to 
ters, muſt yet be ſhunned wad let alone by you, 


ou have found your Reaſon and Religion have 
n maſtered by them. No one can ſafely mea-- 
e his Strength either of Body or Mind, but by 
perience and Succeſs; and therefore nothing can 
innocent that hurts, no Enemy be held contemp- 
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le, that brings us into Bondage. 
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vou will pray with more Attention, and 


Ad as I hope you reaſoned 1 Pa 
Refolutions for your ſelves, ſo I muſt tefff 
Friends, you are obliged to do, each for youll 
ers, for your Children, your Relations, Wt 
and Dependants, and all for whom you AN 
cerned, in their diftin& Degrees and Meafurgll 
them good Inſtructions, give them good 
ples ; preſerve your Intereſt with them bythe 
mer, and your Authority over them by che 
Never put it out of your Power to ado 
reprove them for their Offences, for- fear of 
reproached with the like your ſelves. Say 
you will, the Liberties they ſee you take, will 
he Leſſons they will ſooneſt learn, if India 
lead that Way. I would I could tell what 0 
to impreſs theſe things moſt deeply on you 
or even to preſerve the Impreſſions that area 
made, by what you have heard and ſeen'fo\ut 
IT truft them to the Grace of God, and make a 
with Hope that when you hear us, in- his 
pronounce thoſe two Commandments, Thatly 
ao no Marther, and Thou ſhalt not commit i 


Fervency, than uſually you do, Lord have 
upon u, and incline our Hearts to keep theſe Lu 
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